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1 am witing to follow-up on our elephone conversation following the sad events at
Port Arthur. I thought that I would write {0 letyou know what actions my
Goverment has taken n the wake of tht ragic oceurrence,

In the twenty-two years I have been in politis I have not experienced any other event
which has so shocked the community and galvanised the poliica leadership of this
ountry. It has brought together the major poliica partis at al levels of goverment
tha determination to achieve historic and permanent change in the way our society
approaches the possession and use of dangerous fircarms.

We resolved as a united community to hlt any side towards an American-style ‘gun
culture’ and to send a message that violence as a method for resolving problems,
particularly through the use of irearms,is unacceptable and un-Australian.

1 have enclosed some information summarising the gun control measures agreed by the
Commonwealth and the States and Territories. The measures are fr raching, aimed
atachieving the greatest educton of fircarms ever contemplated in this or oher
counties. 1 remain committed to implementaion of these measures o the ullst
extent posile

L regret that many people who have never done anything wrong i thei lves will be
inconvenienced by the new laws, but this is uldmately @ small price to pay for a
‘community that fecl, and i, more secure.

‘Commonwealth Minsters re invstigaing the porrayal of violence in the media, with
a view to recommending appropriate measures. | cannot pre-cmpt what conclusions
they will come to but I have personal concens at th diet of repeitve violence that
vulnerable persons in our society can be exposed to. Commonvwealth Ministers, as
‘well a Police Minisers, are also examining whether specifc healthor behavioural
conditions may indicate an increased isk of an individual causing harm to themselves
or others,particularly in relation to gun ownership, and the need for appropriate

notifcation procedures to authorites.

‘The Commonwealth wil b raising around $500 million through a one-ofFincrease in
the Medicare levy to fund a twelve-month ‘buy back’ of guns, and funding a number of

‘measuresin association with the new gun control measures being introduced by the
States and Territories. It has also contributed $2.5 millon for te reconstruction of the
visitor centre and restaurant at Port Arthur, $416,000 for counselling services in
Tasmania and $200,000 t0 the Port Asthur Victims Appeal

In undertaking these and other actions, governments are reflecting the collctive
concern of Australians to do what can be done to avoid a repeat of events at Port
Arthur. There s a determination at the highest levls to leam the right lessons from an
experience that has et a scar on every Austalin.

Lbelive that out of this nightmare there have come positive changes for us as a nation
1 hope that in your own personl circumstances you may find it possibl, a grief and.
suffeing fade, o regain some of te joys of e

Ljoin with all of Australia, including I am sure the Leader of the Opposition, the Hon
Kim Beazley MP, in wishing you the best for the future, however painful the present.

Yours sincerely

W

(iohn Howard)




