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ATHLETICS

Forget social media, here’s social sport

Michael Gleeson

Screens are a bigger threat to females
taking up athletics than the impact of
the enormous success of the Matildas
at the World Cup and the growing
popularity of AFLW, according to
incoming Athletics Australia (AA)
president Jane Flemming.

Flemming, an Olympian and two-
time Commonwealth gold medallist,
also said she felt enormous empathy i
for Peter Bol and remained outraged at
histreatment by doping authoritiesin
which he was banned for a positive
drug test for EPO, only for the
suspension to be lifted and the positive
result overturned from a second test.

“What he hasbeen through s
horrendous and we are working
towards making sure that never
happens again to any athlete under our
jurisdiction. God forbid anyone had to
go through what Peter went through,”
Flemming said.

Aninquiry by Sport Integrity
Australiainto what happened in the
Bol case is ongoing, while World Anti-
Doping Agency is reinvestigating
testing methods for EPO.

Flemming, who was recently
appointed AA president, said athletics
was the most gender-neutral sport in
the world and, with the Olympics, had a
competitive edge on other sports.

“Ithink the biggest threat to female
sportis ascreen, itisn’t the Matildasor
the football codes,” Flemming said.

“Athleticsis a social sport and, in
particular for females, they are hard-
wired to be social and that is why the
social aspect of athleticsis so
important. And then there is the
Olympics, as well.

“We don’t have women’s athletics,
we have athletics. We have always
participated at the same place [as
men], at the same time, for the same
prize money. Athletics has alwaysbeen
gender-neutral.

“Ateenager trains at the same time
at the same venue as adults, men and

women. It is a social sport. It is quite

i different to other sports that they only
{ train and compete with girls or with

i boys. We do all of that together and it is
i avery social sport.

“Swimming is one of the only other

sportslike that and I think thatis areal
i advantage forus.”

The money in professional sports,

i most notably the football codes, cricket
i and tennis, has been a primary reason

i many elite male athletes over the years
i havebeenlost to athletics.

“You have to be careful what

! currency you are going to measure
i yourlife in. Despite the fact those other !
i sports might offer other assets or

i interests, athletics has got the

i Olympics, and nearly every maleIever
i competed with, particularly from the
southern states, at some point was

i temporary runway down the mall
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The successful Maurie
Plant meet in Melbourne
this year, which featured
the world’s fastest man Fred

Kerley and was deliveredin a
high-energy, exciting format,
was a window to how athletics
could better deliver a meet.

“We got that formula quite

right. The low-hanging fruit for us
are the people who have already
loved the sport but had not been
engaged recently - so we didn’t
have to sell them on the sport, we
just had to activate them - and there
are heaps of those around Australia,”
. Flemming said.

. “Isatnextto[horsetrainer] David
Hayes at the races one day and he
was telling me he was a triple
jumper for South Australia.

[Seven West Media chairman]
Kerry Stokes used to run for
Coburg Athletics, the same club
as Raelene Boyle. Melissa
Babbage, Joe Hockey’s wife, was
anational finalist in the 400m.

“There are people all over that

we need to activate. They all still

love it but don’t engage with it.”
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Police seized cash worth more
than $200,000 when they raided
the waterfront mansion of fugit-
ive developer Jean Nassif,
which his estranged wife is try-
ing to claim.

The Crime Commission this
week issued a forfeiture notice
for $190,000 and almost
$10,000 worth of US bills found
during a search of the Nassifs’
Chiswick home inlate February.

The property was among four
raided by police, leading to the
arrest of Nassif’s daughter
Ashlyn on charges relating to
allegations she created $10.5
million worth of false or mis-
leading pre-sales contracts to
secure a $150 million bank loan.

In June, a warrant was issued
for the arrest of Nassif in rela-
tion to the same alleged scam.

He has been overseas for
almost a year, believed to be
moving between Lebanon and
South-East Asia, as his prop-
erty empire has collapsed with
debts of more than a billion
dollars, leaving thousands of

buyers, tradies and employers
out of pocket. He has denied
any wrongdoing.

Police did not disclose what
they seized in the raids but the
commission’s forfeiture notice,
published this week, says they
seized $190,000 in Australian
currency and $9634 in US cur-
rency on February 28.

The money remains in police
custody because it relates to
an investigation.

The public notice - required
by law - said the commission
was satisfied it either belonged
to a person suspected of enga-
ging in serious criminal activity,
or was suspected of being de-
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rived from or related to a seri-
ous crime.

It called for anyone who dis-
puted that to come forward with
evidence that it was theirs and
prove it was legally obtained.

Nassif’s estranged wife Nis-
serine (known as Nissy) has al-
ready lodged a legal bid for the
cash. Her matter will return to
Parramatta Local Court on
December 14, two days after the
matter of Ashlyn, Nassif’s
daughter from a former mar-
riage, is next mentioned.

Nassif shot to fame on Valen-
tine’s Day 2019 when he posted
on social media his gift to Nissy
of a canary-yellow Lamborghini

accompanied by Nassif fam-
ously saying, “Congratulations,
Mrs Nassif. You like?” The car
has since been repossessed.

In September 2019, Nassif
was arrested with a bag of co-
caine at Nissy’s 32nd birthday
party at Star casino. He entered
a guilty plea and received an
18-month corrections order.

In July last year, domestic vi-
olence charges against Nassif
were dropped after Nissy, who
said she was in Lebanon, failed
to turn up to court. The police
statement of facts alleged she
was ‘“scared for her life” and
Nassif had slapped her face and
dragged her around their house.

For months, the feuding cou-
ple have been trading insults on
social media. Nassif recently
posted, “Some kids are father-
less because their mother wants
to keep them blind from the
truth. So they don'’t see her evil
side of the story.”

Nissy, who has reverted to her
maiden name Matta, responded
by accusing Nassif of “physic-
ally, emotionally and financially”
abusing his family and of aban-
doning them with no support.



